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Agenda

• NIH Notice of Changes

• NIH Other Support Changes

• NIH Biosketch Changes

• NIH Useful Information Links



NIH Notice of Changes
In response to improper influence concerns and to clarify past National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) statements, the NIH has published Notice Number 
NOT-OD-21-073 and Notice Number NOT-OD-21-110.  These notices 
implement new requirements for NIH Other Support and Biosketch 
documents.  

NOT-OD-21-073: Original Deadline of May 25, 2021 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html

NOT-OD-21-110: Revised Deadline to January 25, 2022

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-110.html

The new requirements become mandatory for applications with due dates 
on or after January 25, 2022, but NIH strongly encourages you to begin 
following them now.  Failure to follow the new requirements after the 
January date may cause NIH to withdraw applications or delay funding.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-110.html


NIH Other Support Changes

• What is Other Support?

• Financial Resources

• In-Kind Resources

• Key Considerations

• Significant Changes

• Additional Changes

• UNC NIH Other Support Resources

• Important NIH Other Support FAQ's



What is Other Support?

• Other Support includes all resources made available 
to researchers or senior key personnel in support of 
and/or related to all their research endeavors.

• Includes financial and in-kind resources.



Financial Resources

• All funded active and pending awards, regardless of 
funding entity, including active and pending:

• Direct awards

• Incoming subcontracts

• Pilot project (Ex. Funding provided by NC TraCS
Institute).  

Be sure to include both domestic and foreign 
awards and use TOTAL budget.



Financial Resources (Cont.)

• Funded Service Agreements awarded to the 
University that involve the individual submitting the 
Other Support Document 

• The funding organization must report these to the 
federal government through Open Payment 
disclosures



Financial Resources (Cont.)

• Funded external activities (aka EPAP) that impact 
your research or are research-related.  

– An estimated amount you will be paid is required.  

– If payment is via private equity financing (e.g., 
shares in a company, etc), this must be disclosed.  

– Time and effort reflected in calendar months is 
NOT required.



Financial Resources (Cont.)

• Financial Resources provided to another party in 
support of the individuals research or research 
project, example includes:

• a grant to another University who donates some 
of the funds for specific use in a project.



Financial Resources (Cont.)

• Startup Funds provided by an entity other than UNC-
Chapel Hill.

PLEASE NOTE

Gift Funds:

• NIH no longer requires gifts to be reported but we strongly 
suggest you report them if they subsidize your research in 
some way.

Training Grants or Prizes:

• NIH also no longer requires you to report this type of 
financial resource



In-Kind Resources

• All Lab or office space that is in use outside of UNC-
Chapel Hill to conduct research (e.g., a lab at a 
pharmaceutical company or other University.)

• Both domestic and foreign locations. 

• UNC-Chapel Hill resources should be placed in the:

• Facilities and Other Resources section of your application 
unless they are not broadly available to all 
researchers/faculty. 

• If they are not broadly available, they should be disclosed 
as Other Support.



In-Kind Resources (Cont.)
• High value scientific materials that are not publicly 

available, used in research (e.g., drugs, mouse lines, 
assays, etc.) 

• Must be given in the past 3 years and still in use. 

• NIH has not defined “high value” so err on the side of 
caution. 

• This includes materials provided to another party in 
support of research or research project (e.g., free drugs 
provided to collaborators who then provide for our 
research). 

• Include the source, a description of the materials, and an 
estimated value.



In-Kind Resources (Cont.)

• Collaborators whose efforts support research in 
some way.

– If individual has many collaborators, you may use 
a summary statement to describe them.

– See the example in the NIH section on the OSR 
Science and Security 
webpage: https://research.unc.edu/sponsored-
research/resources/science-security/#sciUpdate

https://research.unc.edu/sponsored-research/resources/science-security/#sciUpdate


Key Considerations

• When thinking about relationships, existing or 
potential, that may impact:

• Research Integrity,

• Financial Conflict of Interests, and/or

• Overlap

You should keep the following three questions in 
mind.



Key Considerations

1. Does the relationship affect the integrity of the 
research by impacting established principles?

• The “relationship” could be with a collaborator, 
an outside employer ( aka EPAP), external 
appointment commitment, etc.

• The “impact” could be real, apparent, or 
perceived.

• The “compensation” could be any type or level, 
including financial or in-kind support.



Key Considerations

2. Is there a potential scientific, budgetary, and/or 
commitment overlap?

3.   Is there a potential financial conflict of interest?

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, disclose 
it.  When in doubt, err on the side of full transparency.  



NIH Other Support – Significant Changes

• Certification

• Each PD/PI and Other Senior/Key Personnel must electronically sign 
their respective Other Support document prior to submission, certifying 
that the information is true, complete, and accurate.  

• For UNC, that means a hand signature with document saved in a flat PDF 
format or an electronic signature via Adobe.  A typed name or 
“signature font” in Word will not be allowed.  

• You must maintain supporting documentation to “reasonable 
authenticate” that the appropriate individual signed – e.g., an e-mail 
from the faculty member to department administrator that includes the 
signed document.  



NIH Other Support – Significant Changes (Cont.)

• Supporting Documentation

• Each PD/PI and Other Senior/Key Personnel are now 
required to provide copies of contracts, grants, agreements 
(in English) for any foreign appointments, affiliations, and/or 
employment with a foreign institution, including External 
Professional Activities for Pay (EPAP). 

• Machine-read (aka software driven) translations are 
acceptable.  

• Applies to new applications AND all post award actions on 
or after January 25, 2022.  



NIH Other Support – Significant Changes (Cont.)

• Immediate Notification of Undisclosed Information

• When UNC or its faculty/staff discovers that a PI/PD or 
Other Senior/Key Personnel failed to disclose previously 
known Other Support, the institution must immediately 
notify NIH.  

• Send updated documents to OSR/SPO if discovered during 
pre-award stage and OSR if discovered during post-award 
stage.

• Completed (or Inactive) category

• NO LONGER needs to be included in the Other Support 
document.  



NIH Other Support – Additional Changes
• NIH no longer wants to see multiple versions of the Other Support 

Document. 

• Both the Active and Pending categories are combined into a single 
document.  

• In-Kind Contributions

• In-Kind Contributions are now listed separately from funded projects 
and must include reasonable estimates for time commitment or dollar 
value.

• New Requirements Include

– Primary Place of Performance: Primary location of project or activity

– Person Months: For an active project, provide the level of actual effort 
in person months (even if unsalaried) for the current budget period 
and indicate the proposed level effort for each remaining budget 
period. 



UNC NIH Other Support Resources
• The UNC template has been updated to include these new 

requirements.

• NIH Other Support blank and sample Templates are available on OSR 
Forms & Tools Website: https://research.unc.edu/sponsored-
research/forms/#

https://research.unc.edu/sponsored-research/forms/


UNC Other Support Resources (cont.)
• Modifications to the NIH template, to add resource categories 

and resources, are allowed so long as the overall format stays 
the same.

• It is recommended that you complete all data fields in the 
template documents, not just required ones, to insure an 
accurate review.

• Enhancements to UNC's Other Support Tool will support the 
changes to the NIH requirements and should be implemented 
by the beginning of October. You may view a recording of 
today's session on the Updates to the Other Support Tool on 
the symposium website after it has been 
uploaded: https://symposium.web.unc.edu/current-
symposium/

https://symposium.web.unc.edu/current-symposium/


Important NIH Other Support FAQ’s

NOTE: Questions and answers are pulled directly from the NIH FAQs for Other Support.

• What if NIH determines that an institution is not complying with NIH 
policies for transparency and disclosure of all Other Support?

NIH takes the issue of protecting the integrity of U.S. biomedical research 
seriously. When issues of noncompliance are identified, NIH will take 
action as outlined in the NIH Grants Policy Statement, Section 8.5. This 
may include withdrawing approval of the Program Director/Principal 
Investigator or other researchers contributing to the NIH award, imposing 
specific award conditions, disallowing costs, withholding future awards 
including the possibility of suspending or terminating the award.



Important NIH Other Support FAQ’s (Cont.)

• A researcher at my institution has a 9-month appointment. They spend 
two months at a University outside of the United States during the 
summer conducting research under a foreign award. Does this count as 
Other Support?

Yes. Available resources in support of and/or related to an investigator’s 
research endeavors should be disclosed even if they relate to work that is 
performed outside of a researcher’s appointment period.



Important NIH Other Support FAQ’s  (Cont.)

• Are the costs of translating foreign contracts allowable on NIH grants as a 
direct cost?

The costs associated with translations of foreign contracts for inclusion in 
Other Support submissions are not typically allocable to a specific NIH 
grant project and are therefore not allowable as a direct cost. NIH 
recommends that institutions consider including such costs in their 
negotiations for indirect cost reimbursement.



Important NIH Other Support FAQ’s  (Cont.)

• Contracts, grants or other agreements submitted as supporting 
documentation may contain confidential and/or sensitive information. 
Can recipients redact confidential/sensitive information prior to 
submitting?

NIH needs access to all information necessary to make an informed 
judgement about possible scientific, budgetary, or commitment overlap 
and to make an informed judgment about management of possible 
significant financial conflicts of interest. NIH handles confidential and 
sensitive information in accordance with our cybersecurity requirements 
and requires submission of complete documentation.



Important NIH Other Support FAQ’s  (Cont.)

• If a researcher indicates that they do not have a “formal” agreement in 
place, is supporting documentation still required for that foreign 
appointment, affiliation, and/or employment with a foreign institution? 

Yes. If the individual is performing activities under any active contract, 
grant or other agreement, it must be provided as supporting 
documentation.  UNC translation – if a formal agreement is not in place, 
other supporting documentation should be provided, such as an email 
finalizing the appointment, etc.



NIH Biosketch Changes

• Form Instruction Update

• NIH Biosketch Significant Changes

• Biosketch Resources



NIH Biosketch – Form Instructions Update

• New Biosketch updates are required for all 
submissions on or after January 25, 2022.

• These instructions will be incorporated into 
the NIH Application Form Instructions with the 
next update.

• NIH "FORMS-G": NOT-OD-21-169

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-
21-169.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-169.html


Biosketch – Significant Changes

• Personal Statement

• May now include ongoing and completed research projects 
from the past three years that you want to draw attention 
to.

• Previously known as research support.

• All other requirements remain same.



Biosketch – Significant Changes

• Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors

• This section is renamed

• You must list all current positions and scientific 
appointments, both domestic and foreign, including 
affiliations with foreign entities or governments in reverse
chronological order (most recent first).

• If the scientific appointment is paid and is with a foreign 
institution, it must also be listed on the Other Support 
documentation.



Biosketch – Significant Changes

• Section D. Scholastic Performance

• Section D is now only present on the fellowship version of 
the Biosketch.



Biosketch – Resources

• Biosketch Format Pages, Instructions and 
Samples available online at:

• https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.ht
m

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm


Biosketch – Resources Cont.)
NOTE: Question and answer are pulled directly from the NIH FAQs for 
Biosketch.

• The Biosketch instructions state that all positions and scientific 
appointments must be provided. Does this refer to active positions and 
appointments, or all positions a researcher has ever held?

The Biosketch must include all current positions and scientific 
appointments.



NIH Useful Information Links
NIH Notice NOT-OD-21-073 Upcoming Changes to the Biographical Sketch and Other Support Format Page for 
Due Dates on or after May 25, 2021

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html

NIH Notice NOT-OD-21-110 Implementation of Changes to the Biographical Sketch and Other Support Format 
Page

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-110.html

NIH updated format pages and instructions for Other Support

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm

NIH updated format pages and instructions for the Biosketch

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm

NIH FAQs – Other Support

https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm

NIH FAQs – Biosketch

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-073.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-21-110.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/othersupport.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/faqs#/other-support-and-foreign-components.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm

